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GREAT HARVEST BREAD CO. CHIEF AND ACCLAIMED BUSINESS AUTHOR AVAILABLE FOR AUTHOR INTERVIEW TODAY
Tom McMakin, Chief Operating Officer of Great Harvest Bread Co. and author of the recently released business book Bread and Butter:  What A Bunch of Bakers Taught Me About Business and Happiness (St. Martin’s Press, New York), is in __________ and is available for author interviews today.

Bread and Butter  is being lauded by leading business thinkers as a much needed tonic for the business world.  Writes George Gendron, Editor-in-Chief of Inc. Magazine,

"This book is the best antidote imaginable to the recent bout of dot-com insanity. After a five-year national obsession with instant wealth and corporate celebrity, we can get back to the real business of figuring out how to satisfy the craving that exists everywhere for authentic community in business. Tom McMakin's spellbinding book should quickly become a moral compass for everyone on this journey in pursuit of meaningful work."

Bread and Butter is the story of Montana-based Great Harvest Bread Co.’s success over twenty-five years, but more it also about how to combine a balanced life with meaningful work in a way that both win.  Write’s Publisher’s Weekly,

"With more warmheartedness and life improvement strategies than a month’s worth of Oprah (TV, book or magazine). McMakin’s guide to working well and living better is a potent and memorable read. McMakin’s featherlight touch and buoyant enthusiasm make for such an infectiously inspiring read, in fact, that each copy should come with a label: “Warning: May cause an uncontrollable urge to start your own business.”

Bread and Butter is a book with three parts: First, it’s the story of the extraordinarily successful values driven business, the Great Harvest Bread Co., which began as a roadstyle bread stand and evolved into a $60 million a year company with 138 stores in thirty-five states.

Second, it’s the story of one person’s struggle for meaning in the “corporate” life - how the author, Tom McMakin, went looking for a job and found a lifestyle.  Finally, from his experience McMakin lifts out lessons for business and for life that can help all of us work and live with passion.

Tom McMakin is 39 year old Chief Operating Officer of Great Harvest Bread Co., headquartered in Dillon, Montana.  Great Harvest operates 138 fresh bread stores in 34 states and is the nation’s leading fresh bread store chain.  Tom and Great Harvest were recently featured in a long-running Microsoft commercial highlighting the work he and Great Harvest have done to create innovation and learning using a sophisticated intranet.  He has also been featured on the pages of Newsweek, Fast Company, and Inc. Magazine.  McMakin speaks nationally on how companies use technology to mind competitive advantage from community as well as the “New Success” – work and home balance.  Before joining Great Harvest, Tom was training consultant in the Republic of Estonia, an aide to a Washington, D.C. –area politician, and a Peace Corps Volunteer in central Africa.  He is a graduate of Oberlin College and lives with his wife, Mary, and two children in Dillon.  Their favorite thing to do in the summer is spend time at their tipi on the banks of the Big Hole River.
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